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“In learning about differences we become less afraid 
and therefore more courageous.
In learning about commonalities we become more hopeful”

Neil Postman

An Educational Journey 
to Discover Similarities and Differences 
Between the Three Monotheistic Religions

The primary goal of the Living in the Holy Land 
project is to promote mutual understanding 
and respect between Jewish-Israeli and 

Arab-Israeli teachers and students. The project 
offers a curriculum designed to give students better 
knowledge and appreciation of their own cultural 
and religious heritage and that of the others.

The basic premise of Living in the Holy Land, 
the brainchild of Dutch Protestant theologian Dr. 
Jacobus Schoneveld, is that religion can serve as a 
bridge to greater familiarity with the “other” (as well 

as with the “self”) and can contribute 
to reconciliation in a world where 
religions are generally perceived as 
causes of separatism, persecution 
and hatred. 

In Israel and in many other countries 
where Jews, Muslims and Christians 
live side by side, the attitude towards 
the “other” is often based on hostility, 
prejudice and on superficial, false 
knowledge rather than on true, in-depth 
familiarity. Unfortunately, there are very 
few opportunities to improve this sorry 
situation. 

This project is such 
an opportunity.



How does it 
actually work?
The program is implemented through teacher training sessions, 
taking place in both joint workshops, virtual encounters and in 
schools. Teachers and students are provided with textbooks and 
pedagogical manuals. A complementary website serves as a cyber 
meeting place and as a dynamic multilingual resource center.
The program is followed by close evaluation research, conducted 
by Dr. Maya Kahanoff, from the Truman Research Institute. The 
evaluation shows that the program contributes significantly
to a positive attitude change towards the "other", among its 
participants.

Teachers Talk about 
the Program
Since its launch, dozens of Jewish and Arab schools from all 
around Israel have signed up for the program. Teachers who 
have participated say that the training sessions enrich them with 
knowledge, grant them a rare opportunity to meet clerics from 
different religions, and enable them to approach a fascinating and 
relevant topic with their students. The following are some quotes 
from teachers who have participated in the project:
= “Teachers generally lack theoretical knowledge and know-how 
in developing ideas to convey content in the classroom… This 
program provides a real answer.”

= “I joined the program 
because I believe that getting 
to know and understanding 
the ‘other’ will reduce the 
level of prejudice and related 
aggression… Distance 
can be bridged and hatred 
mitigated if only people 
understood the other 
religions.”
= “The program helps me 
gain tools to teach, create 
an experience and bridge 
gaps between the three 

communities.”
= “The program expanded my knowledge of the commonalities 
between the religions, so that I can work to foster tolerance at 
school.”

* The English Version is expected to be published during 2006

for further details please contact us: holyland@cet.ac.il

The Center for Educational Technology (CET) is a leading Israeli NGO, dedicated to improving Israel’s educational 
system. Since being founded in 1971, the organization’s mission has been the introduction of innovation, change 
and large-scale implementation of general educational initiatives and specifically of educational technology.
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Living in the Holy Land is a structured 
curriculum for respectfully presenting 
the salient characteristics of the three 
monotheistic religions – Judaism, Islam 
and Christianity - and addressing their 
similarities and differences, with a view to 
nurturing the affiliation of the students to
their own cultural and religious heritage. 
In doing so, the project nurtures affinity
to the other cultures and religions they 
encounter in their country. It is guided by 
the belief in the positive value of cultural 
pluralism and helps shape the identity and 
world of values of teenagers in a spirit of 
openness towards others.  
The program includes two textbooks in 
Hebrew, Arabic and English*. 
The first book: One God and Three 
Religions deals with the foundational 
narratives in the three religions, their holy 
books and interpretative literature, their 
principles of faith, the obligations imposed 
on believers and with religious leadership 
in the three religions. 
The second book: Life Cycles in the 
Three Religions presents the daily, weekly 
and annual cycles in the believer’s life: 
the daily prayers, the weekly 
days of rest or assembly, the 
main festivals and the rites 
of passage at birth, maturity, 
marriage and death, in the 
three religions.        

The program website 
(www.cet.ac.il/holyland) 
is an easily accessible tool 
for teachers and students 
around the world. It provides 
a powerful source of 
information about the three 
religions in a setting where the interactions 
between them are fraught with enormous 
challenges. The website may also provide 
a forum for contact and exchange 
among people around the world who are 
concerned about sound relations between 
the adherents of the three monotheistic 
religions in today’s world.

The program is of relevance in other 
contexts and regions in the world 
where the three religions meet each 
other. It may provide an opportunity 
to learn more about the others’ 
cultural and religious heritages and to 
appreciate the others’ set of beliefs, 
values, traditions and customs


